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A Summnd
Second Chance

THROUGH 1 ‘-1E FOPESI SHT AND STRATEGIC PLANNING OF A WELL-PAIRED
DESIGN TEAM S ONCE 0" RLOOKED HOME NOW STAKES 115 CLAIM
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here's a lot to be said for a house
that has been spared the wreck-
ing ball. Whether it's because of

goad proportions, scale, or even

an intriguing room or two, the

reasons for renovating such a
place can be as daunting as they are transforming.
But once the dust settles and all the pieces come
together, few things are more gratifying,

Florida architect Kevin Asbacher faced just
such a challenge with this North Palm Beach home.
Joined by the talents of interior designer Michael
Powers, the architect made the fateful decision to
peel back the layers of this seemingly forgotten
residence in an attempt to reveal its true potential.
“For starters, it had sat on the market for over four
years,” Asbacher explains. “Once our clients, a New
York-based family with three young boys, bought
the place and brought Michael and me onboard, |
knew that we had to make it live up to its hish and
inviting setting."

As it stood, the house, located on a generous
piece of property just half a block from the ocean,
didn't capitalize on such enviable assets, Exoept
for an existing front porch, it remained inwardly
focused, with large primary rooms that allowed
only glimpses of the grounds beyvond. “Since the
new homeowners chose this spot to get away from
the confines of Manhattan, we went about creating
outdoor and transitional spaces that embraced the
surroundings of South Florida," says Ashacher.

Although the project’s scope required a complete
overhaul of the house, both Asbacher and Powers
saw this radical approach as a means of resolving a
host of unfortunate alterations made by previous
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the front porch and convert it into living space. This
made way for o welcoming entry, which is crowned
with a stunning barrel celling finished in Venetian
plaster. From here, the sequence of effects continues
with an arcadelike foyer highlighted with a groin-
vault ceiling. Because the living and dining areas
were basically one large room, Ashacher separated
them with a graceful colonnade that reflects the
classic elegance of the nearby foyer.

Architecturally, the exteriors also were in
dire need of a makeover, “Originally, the house
was trying to be a Palm Beach Georgian, but its
overall appearance missed the mark,” Asbacher
explains. In response, the architect added a
central gable to the front, along with a defining
cornice, stucco, and stonework. Powers followed
suit by continuing this stately aesthetic inside
but with a fun, fresh twist. “Since the homeown-
ers are young and energetic, I didnt want the
interiors to seem predictable or unimaginative,”
the designer says. “So, we established a hip,

updated look that's conducive to a growing family.”

The home’s revised focus to the outdoors vastly
improved matters as well. With the addition of a
back loggia—ocomplete with a fireplace and motor-
ized screens that keep pesky insects at bay—the
couple and their active sons have a year-round spot
to soak in the scenery. In addition, landscape archi-
teet Mario Nievera redesigned the property to
correspond with the enhancements made within.
Even the pool was relocated and enlarged so that
the connection between the house and grounds
flows in an effortless progression.

With the renovations complete, Asbacher
reflects on the overall result. “If I had to point out
one thing about the success of this project, it's that
the house functions like two halves—the first being
more controlled and set, and the remaining portion
is relaxed and accommodating,” he says. “While
the homeowners wanted and appreciated a proper
level of detailing, they knew that the day-to-day
needs of their family were most important.”
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